
“Three things in human life are important: The first is to be kind. The second is to 

be kind. And the third is to be kind.”    

– Henry James 

Dear members of the Middle School Family, 

 On the first day of school, for all our students, we have assemblies where we stress with 

our students that we are all members of a school family that strives to live by the Golden Rule. 

We are a school where we strive to have the Golden Rule not only on our lips but alive in our 

hearts. 

As I noted in an earlier newsletter, this past year, as part of the Dignity for All Students 

Act, New York State started the requirement that schools review with students their school 

district’s discipline-code in an age-appropriate manner.  However, we already knew that our 

students had a solid foundation of right and wrong formed through home, church, and 

community. Therefore, our responsibility is to further solidify this foundation through a solid 

civics, anti-bullying and character education program that holistically addresses the social-

emotional needs of children.  For that reason, from that very first day of school onward, we 

stress the traditional values of respect, responsibility, kindness, and tolerance. 

Our focus is always on the Golden Rule when there is a conflict amongst students – 

How would you feel if that was said to you? How would you have responded if someone said 

that about your family member?  Would you want someone to treat you the same way?  This 

sets the stage for introspection and social-emotional growth among children regardless of the 

hurtful issue at hand. 

We discuss ethical themes in core and encore classes, athletics, and extracurricular and 

co-curricular programs. We have a daily kindness a day challenge and motivational quotation. 

We have random acts of kindness awards posted outside our lunchroom. Anti-bullying activities 

and clubs are intrinsically incorporated throughout our school’s environment throughout the 

year. We survey kids, faculty and parents to measure levels of connections and bullying. Most 

importantly, we continue to strive to improve the culture and programs within our school to 

make it a kinder, warmer place where learning improves within an atmosphere of compassion 

and support. 

With warmest regards, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 
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VIEWPOINT  

Why Parents Need to Let Their Children Fail   
                       By Jessica Lahey 
  Thirteen years ago, when I was a relatively new teacher, stumbling around my classroom on wobbly legs, I had to call a      
students' mother to inform her that I would be initiating disciplinary proceedings against her daughter for plagiarism, and that furthermore, her 
daughter would receive a zero for the plagiarized paper.  
 "You can't do that. She didn't do anything wrong," the mother informed me, enraged.  
 "But she did. I was able to find entire paragraphs lifted off of web sites," I stammered.   
 "No, I mean she didn't do it. I did. I wrote her paper." 
 I don't remember what I said in response, but I'm fairly confident I had to take a moment to digest what I had just heard. And what would 
I do, anyway? Suspend the mother? Keep her in for lunch detention and make her write "I will not write my daughter's papers using articles plagia-
rized from the Internet" one hundred times on the board? In all fairness, the mother submitted a defense: her daughter had been stressed out, and 
she did not want her to get sick or overwhelmed. 
 In the end, my student received a zero and I made sure she re-wrote the paper. Herself. Sure, I didn't have the authority to discipline the 
student's mother, but I have done so many times in my dreams.  
While I am not sure what the mother gained from the experience, the daughter gained an understanding of consequences, and I gained a war story. 
I don't even bother with the old reliables anymore: the mother who "helps" a bit too much with the child's math homework, the father who builds 
the student's science project. Please. Don't waste my time.  
 The stories teachers exchange these days reveal a whole new level of overprotectiveness: parents who raise their children in a state of 
helplessness and powerlessness, children destined to an anxious adulthood, lacking the emotional resources they will need to cope with inevitable 
setback and failure. 
 I believed my accumulated compendium of teacher war stories were pretty good -- until I read a study out of Queensland University of 
Technology, by Judith Locke, et. al., a self-described "examination by parenting professionals of the concept of overparenting." 
 Overparenting is characterized in the study as parents' "misguided attempt to improve their child's current and future personal and aca-
demic success." In an attempt to understand such behaviors, the authors surveyed psychologists, guidance counselors, and teachers. The authors 
asked these professionals if they had witnessed examples of overparenting, and left space for descriptions of said examples. While the relatively 
small sample size and questionable method of subjective self-reporting cast a shadow on the study's statistical significance, the examples cited in the 
report provide enough ammunition for a year of dinner parties.  
 Some of the examples are the usual fare: a child isn't allowed to go to camp or learn to drive, a parent cuts up a 10 year-old's food or 
brings separate plates to parties for a 16 year-old because he's a picky eater. Yawn. These barely rank a "Tsk, tsk" among my colleagues. And while 
I pity those kids, I'm not that worried. They will go out on their own someday and recover from their overprotective childhoods.  
What worry me most are the examples of overparenting that have the potential to ruin a child's confidence and undermine an education in inde-
pendence. According to the authors, parents guilty of this kind of overparenting "take their child's perception as truth, regardless of the facts," and 
are "quick to believe their child over the adult and deny the possibility that their child was at fault or would even do something of that nature."  
 I have learned to enjoy and find satisfaction in these day-to-day lessons, and in the time I get to spend with children in need of an educa-
tion. But I fantasize about the day I will be trusted to teach my students how to roll with the punches, find their way through the gauntlet of adoles-
cence, and stand firm in the face of the challenges -- challenges that have the power to transform today's children into resourceful, competent, and 
confident adults.     
This is what we teachers see most often: what the authors term "high responsiveness and low demandingness" parents. " These parents are highly 
responsive to the perceived needs and issues of their children, and don't give their children the chance to solve their own problems. These parents 
"rush to school at the whim of a phone call from their child to deliver items such as forgotten lunches, forgotten assignments, forgotten uniforms" 
and "demand better grades on the final semester reports or threaten withdrawal from school." One study participant described the problem this 
way:  
 I have worked with quite a number of parents who are so overprotective of their children that the children do not learn to take responsi-
bility (and the natural consequences) of their actions. The children may develop a sense of entitlement and the parents then find it difficult to work 
with the school in a trusting, cooperative and solution focused manner, which would benefit both child and school. 
 These are the parents who worry me the most -- parents who won't let their child learn. You see, teachers don't just teach reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic. We teach responsibility, organization, manners, restraint, and foresight. These skills may not get assessed on standard-
ized testing, but as children plot their journey into adulthood, they are, by far, the most important life skills I teach.  
I'm not suggesting that parents place blind trust in their children's teachers; I would never do such a thing myself. But children make mistakes, and 
when they do, it's vital that parents remember that the educational benefits of consequences are a gift, not a dereliction of duty. Year after year, my 
"best" students -- the ones who are happiest and successful in their lives -- are the students who were allowed to fail, held responsible for missteps, 
and challenged to be the best people they could be in the face of their mistakes.  
 I'm done fantasizing about ways to make that mom from 13 years ago see the light. That ship has sailed, and I did the best I could for her 
daughter. Every year, I reassure some parent, "This setback will be the best thing that ever happened to your child," and I've long since accepted 
that most parents won't believe me. That's fine. I'm patient. The lessons I teach in middle school don't typically pay off for years, and I don't expect 
thank-you cards. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/01/parents-need-to-let-their-children-fail/272603/ 

http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/01/parents-need-to-let-their-children-fail/272603/


IT’S COLD OUTSIDE; DRESS ACCORDINGLY! 
  Parents, please remind your child  to dress in layers.  He or 
she can add and/or shed layers of clothing as the temperature changes 
within the building or outside. Also, please remember to send your 
child to school wearing a coat!  Regardless of what your children tell 
you, shorts are for the summer, never for the winter! 

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

NO TEXTING AND DRIVING ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 For the safety of our students and staff, please do not text or use your cell-

phone while driving on school grounds. Keep your hands on the wheel and your 

eyes focused on the road!   

APRIL 
April 1 

No Classes 

Spring Break 

 

April 2/3 

Grade 8 Photo ID 

In PE Classes 

 

April 4 

PTA Mtg. 

9:30 AM @ MS 

 

April 5 

8th Grade Party 

7:00—8:30 PM 

 

April 11 

End of Quarter 3 

 

April 11 

Spring Concert I 

7 PM @HS 
 

April 16 

Board of Ed Mtg. 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

April 22 

Gr 8 Art Reception 

 

April 25 

“Pay It Forward” Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL 

 A district-wide early dismissal will take place on March 22.   Students at the Middle 

School will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m.  Buses will leave at 3:10 p.m.  There will be no After 

School Child Care Program. 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

SIXTH GRADE PARENT ORIENTATION PRESENTATION  

 Parents of fifth graders  who are entering the middle school next year can find  

the January 30, 2013, Fifth into Sixth Parent Orientation presentation on the Guidance web-

page.  The Guidance Department webpage can be found at http://

middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/departments/guidance. 

COMMON CORE ASSESSMENTS 

 Mark your calendars! Students in grades 6,7,8 will be taking the Common Core English 

language arts and math Assessments in the month of April. Students should be prepared with sev-

eral sharpened no. 2 pencils on the days the exams are administered.  

Common Core English Language Arts 

Assessment 

Common Core Math Assessment 

Tuesday,  April 16, 2013 Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

Wednesday, April 17, 2013 Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Thursday, April 18, 2013 Friday, April 26, 2013 

 BYE BYE BIRDIE 

 Please join us for the Music Box Players’ production of Bye Bye Birdie on 

Friday, March 15 and Saturday, March 16 at 7 p.m. in the Middle School  

Auditorium. 

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=5YW6lwhSeUWkmfQ99a0aeeE7PLxo3s8I-ckP4kmKk5xphDR3GnGpoPHd000uv21FptwQ-HzQTxw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmiddleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us%2fdepartments%2fguidance
https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=5YW6lwhSeUWkmfQ99a0aeeE7PLxo3s8I-ckP4kmKk5xphDR3GnGpoPHd000uv21FptwQ-HzQTxw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmiddleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us%2fdepartments%2fguidance
http://employers-lawyer.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/No-Texting-While-Driving-Label-LB-1548.gif


WHAT IS SCIENCE OLYMPIADS? 

 Science Olympiad functions much like a football or soccer team, requiring preparation, commitment, coaching and practice 

throughout the year. Each school-based team is allowed to bring fifteen students who cross-train for a variety of events in their skill 

set. 

 Science Olympiad competitions are like academic track meets, consisting of a series of twenty team events in each division 

(Division B is middle school; Division C is high school). Each year, a portion of the events are rotated to reflect the ever-changing 

nature of genetics, earth science, chemistry, anatomy, physics, geology, mechanical engineering and technology. By combining events 

from all disciplines, Science Olympiad encourages a wide cross-section of students to get involved.  Emphasis is placed on active, 

hands-on group participation. Teamwork is a required skill in most scientific careers today, and Science Olympiad encourages group 

learning by designing events that forge alliances. 

 There is something for students in all grade levels to get excited about!  This year’s regional competition is on Saturday, 

March 16,  at Kellenberg High School.  The club meets in room 244.  Come and be part of  the fun!     

BENEATH THE SEA’S OCEAN PALS POSTER CONTEST 
 Beneath The Sea's Ocean Pals Poster Contest is an environmental education-through-art program. Its purpose is to encour-

age young people to become aware of and share their concerns for the marine environment through poster art. Their messages will be 

brought to the widest possible audience to create a stronger commitment to protect the environment on which all life on this planet 

depends.  This year’s theme is “Save Our Sharks.”   

 Students in Dr. Zaferiou’s Science Research Elective class studied this topic.  They studied shark finning which is the prac-

tice of harvesting shark fins. The rest of the body is discarded in the ocean. Some countries have banned this practice and require the 

whole body to be brought back to port before removing the fins. Sharks without their fins are often still alive, but since they cannot 

move well, they die of suffocation or are eaten by other predators. Shark finning at sea allows for a higher profit since only the fins, 

which are the most profitable part of the shark,  have to be stored and transported.  

 Shark finning has increased due to the increasing demand for shark fins for shark fin soup and 

traditional cures, particularly in China and its territories.  Shark fins are among the most expensive 

seafood products worldwide, commonly retailing at $400 per kg. In the United States, where finning 

is prohibited, a bowl of shark-fin soup can sell for $70 to $150.  The students will be receiving certifi-

cates of excellence for their efforts on educating the public about our marine environment.  Congratu-

lations to all!   

S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e   

s c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  

THE DUPONT CHALLENGE 

 Science Research elective students have entered their essays in The Dupont Challenge, a science essay competition. It 

is one of the foremost student science and technology prize programs in the United States and Canada; the program is now cele-

brating its 27th year.    

 The DuPont Challenge has two primary objectives: to help increase science literacy among students and to motivate 

them to excel in communicating ideas in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). Students wrote a 700 to 1,000-

word essay that addresses a topic of their interest within four categories of challenges. This year new topic categories have been 

introduced.  They are how together we can feed the world, build a secure energy future, protect people and their environment, 

or be innovative.  

 Students’ interests were varied.  Some titles include: Clean Energy: The Hero We Need, The Kaboom Energy, Bungee 

Jumping Into A Big Hole, Are the National Parks a Big Question Mark?, Secure Our Energy Future, Super Sport Sciences, Thanksgiv-

ing Casserole?, and Feeding The World One Protein at a Time,  to name a few.  



CONGRATULATIONS MRS CARUTHERS! 

 Mrs. Danielle Caruthers, teacher of Italian and Spanish at the Middle School, has been chosen by the  Association of Ital-

ian American Educators (AIAE) as the recipient of the AIAE Educator of the Year Award. Danielle and the other recipients will 

be honored on Sunday, April 28,2013, at the Chateau Briand in Carle Place.   

 On a yearly basis, Mrs. Caruthers organizes various excursions with students including plays, cultural events, trips to 

restaurants, concerts, culinary schools and walking tours in the Bronx.  She is a member of the American Association of Teachers 

of Italian (AATI) and the Long Island Language Teachers (LILT).  She also contributes to the Commission of Social Justice pro-

grams to fight the stereotyping of Italian Americans.  Danielle has traveled extensively to Italy, Spain, South America and Mexico 

to learn more about the cultural aspects that she incorporates in her classroom.  Auguri Signora Caruthers! 

I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIADS FOR ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOLS 

The fourth meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools 

(MOEMS) was held on Tuesday, 12 February 2013.  The school score (total of the top 10) 

for our 6th Grade Olympians was 44 of a possible 50.  Nice job!! 

One student had a perfect score.   

Aidan Coyne 

Six students had 4 correct. 

John Bensen, Danny Boccafola, Isabella Herrera, Rose Lynch,  

Sonia Subramaniam, and Aidan Sullivan 

CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 The total school score after four meets (November, December, January & February) is 156 points (of a possible 200).  Listed 

here are the scores for the students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

The next (and last) meet is next Tuesday, March 12, 2013. 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 MEET 4 TOTAL 

Aidan Coyne Orrego 5 5 5 5 20 

Isabella Herrera Hakes 5 3 5 4 17 

John Bensen Drogin 4 4 4 4 16 

Julianne Hegarty Orrego 4 5 5 2 16 

Sonia Subramaniam Hakes 3 5 4 4 16 

Matthew Savino Hakes 4 4 4 3 15 

Elsie Schaubeck Petro 5 4 4 2 15 

Rose Lynch Hakes 4 3 3 4 14 

Christian McGannon Orrego 4 4 4 2 14 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MS. POLLACK’S CLASS INTERVIEWS MR. NICK! 

 Students in Mrs. Pollack's 8th grade Team Support class, had the pleasure of interviewing Gar-

den City Middle School's Nick Mascitti, for their research paper on immigration.  Students had to re-

search Garden City's legacy A.T. Stewart as well as the life of another immigrant.  This could be ex-

plored through books, websites, or interviews.  Mrs. Pollack's 

class decided to conduct an interview with Mr. Nick since he was 

born in Italy and immigrated to the U.S. when he was only 10 

years of age.  Students were given individual questions to ask Mr. 

Nick and thus recorded his responses.  They were intrigued by his 

journey over to the United States as well as the hard work he put 

forth as he tried to make a better life for himself and his family. 

                                                                             AND THE WINNER IS... 

 ABC would like to thank all of the students and HomeBase classes that participated in this year’s poster contest titled the Gar-

den City Way.  The artwork was outstanding!  The first place winner was Ms. Iovino’s HB class with the poster titled "We are all dif-

ferent things, but we stick together like a family." They will be receiving a pizza party later this month. The second and third place 

winners of the contest was Mrs. Tarazi’s HB Class with the posters titled  "The Garden City Way is respecting others, being helpful, 

being nice, and being bully free" and "The Garden City Way is to Stay United."  The class will be receiving a donut party.  The club 

thanks everyone for their participation.  Please stay tuned to the club’s next activity:  Puzzle Mania.  

                                                                               SPREADING KINDNESS 

 Are you looking for a fun way to earn community service credit?  If so, we have the perfect op-

portunity for you.  Garden City Middle School is looking for students to volunteer to become morning 

greeters.  Morning greeters meet before school to welcome their peers in the building.  If you are inter-

ested in spreading kindness, please contact Ms. Greenwald for available dates. 

                                                                              ALOHA GCMS! 

 ABC is excited to announce that this year's Anti-Bullying Expo theme is a luau.  The two day event will be taking place this 

May.   For the past month, students have been busy creating tropical birds, flowers, surfboards, and beach scenes for this year's spe-

cial event.  If you are interested in participating, you may contact Ms. Greenwald for more information.  The club meets every Mon-

day from 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. in the library.  Let's WIPE OUT BULLYING together!  

                                                             GOT KINDNESS? 

 On April 25, 2013, Garden City Middle School will be participating in an international event called 

“Pay it Forward Day.”  To kick off this special event, students will have the opportunity to order "Got Kind-

ness?" t-shirts.  If your child is interested in ordering a t-shirt, please have them contact their HomeBase teach-

ers.  Orders are due by March 1, 2013.  



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

ONLINE DATABASES AVAILABLE FOR HOME USE! 

  
 The Garden City Middle School Library subscribes to several high quality online databases.  These 
databases provide students with 24 hour a day access to reference sources, primary source documents, and 
magazines and newspapers.  To access these databases visit the Middle School Library Website at http://
middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/departments/gcmslibrary/online_databases 
 

 
World Book - World Book Student   USERNAME:  gcmshome   PASSWORD:  world 
World Book Student includes all the articles from the print versions of the World Book Encyclopedia, 
plus thousands of additional articles, learning resources, and research tools. 
 
ABC-CLIO - Social Studies Databases   USERNAME AND PASSWORD:  garstu 
American Government, American History, Ancient and Medieval Era, World History: Modern Era 
 
Databases by Gale   PASSWORD:  empirelink 
Student Resource Center - Junior is part of the Gale collection of databases (scroll to the bottom of 
the databases list).  Student Resource Center – Junior offers easy access a premium selection of ref-
erence material, more than 340 full-text periodicals and newspapers, primary sources, creative 
works, and multimedia, including hours of video and audio clips. 
 
EBSCO Research Databases   USERNAME:  gardencityms   PASSWORD:  gardencityms 
Kids Search makes it easy for students to search by keyword or by topic to find the most useful 
search results. Results can be easily sorted by source type - -magazines, reference books, photos, 
flags, etc. 
 
ProQuest Platinum   USERNAME:  q7nvwbjfkh   PASSWORD:  welcome 
Proquest Platinum contains access to periodicals covering a broad range of material includ-
ing business, education, general reference, health, language arts, sciences, social sciences, and many 
other curriculum-specific subject areas. 
 
Grolier Online   PASSWORD:  nystate377   PASSWORD:  novelhome 
Grolier Online includes access to the Encyclopedia Americana, New Book of Knowledge and 
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia as well as Roget's II: The New Thesaurus and the American Heri-
tage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://socialstudies.abc-clio.com/
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nysl_li_gardcty
http://search.ebscohost.com/
http://proquest.umi.com/login
http://go.grolier.com

